Town of East Hampton

Town Council Regular Meeting

Tuesday, March 25, 2014
East Hampton Town Hall Meeting Room
Minutes

Present:  Vice Chairman Kevin Reich, Council Members Patience Anderson, Ted Hintz, Jr., George Pfaffenbach, Mark Philhower and Philip Visintainer and Town Manager Michael Maniscalco.
Not Present:  Chairperson Barbara Moore

Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance

Vice Chairman Reich called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the East Hampton Town Hall Meeting Room. 

Adoption of Agenda

A motion was made Mr. Visintainer, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to adopt the agenda as amended, adding Item 8b – Action on Fire Tanker Truck and Item 7c – Proclamation for US Army Specialist Kurt Schluntz.  Voted (6-0)
Approval of Minutes  
A motion was made by Mrs. Anderson, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to approve the minutes of the Town Council Regular Meeting of March 11, 2014 as written.  Voted (6-0)
Public Remarks
Sam Oliva, 45 East High Street, commented on the Route 66/196 project.  There was a meeting on March 19th with the Department of Transportation to discuss the project.  He voiced his safety concerns.  He noted he will be sending letters to the Rivereast regarding the project.
Ann McLaughlin, 85 North Main Street, reminded the Council there will be a Welcome Home Ceremony on Sunday, March 30th at 1pm in the Village Center.  She also commented on the Veteran’s Advisory Board and recommended Ted Turner as the representative.
Presentations
None
Bids & Contracts 
Tennis Court Bid Award
A motion was made by Mr. Pfaffenbach, seconded by Mrs. Anderson, to award the East Hampton High School/Sears Park Tennis Court Project to Vermont Recreational Surfacing & Fencing, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $27,000; High School $18,000 and Sears Park $9,000.  Voted (6-0)
Resolutions/Ordinances/Policies/Proclamations 
Resolution for Facilities Review/Building Committee
The Council discussed a resolution for a Facilities Evaluation Committee versus a Facilities Building Committee.

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to adopt the resolution creating a Town Facilities Evaluation Committee.  Voted (6-0)

The resolution will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office.  The appointments will be made by the Appointments Sub-Committee.
Resolution for Homeland Security Grant
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mrs. Anderson, to adopt the resolution for the State of Connecticut Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection, Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security.  Voted (6-0)
Proclamation for US Army Specialist Kurt Schluntz
A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to approve the proclamation for US Army Specialist Kurt Schluntz. Voted (6-0)

The proclamation will be presented at the Welcome Home Ceremony on Sunday, March 30th at 1:00 p.m. in the Village Center.

Continued Business 
Executive Summary for Police SOP
The Council was presented with the sections from the Police Standard Operating Procedures that are subject to Council modification if desired.  The sections will be reviewed and presented again at the next meeting.
Action on Fire Tanker Truck
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to direct the Town Manager and Finance Director to purchase the Pierce Fire Tanker truck from Firematic of Rocky Hill, CT in the amount of $251,000.  Voted (6-0)

New Business 

Tax Abatement for Edgewater Hill Project
Last year, the Council approved a tax abatement for the Edgewater Hill project.  The Town Attorney has prepared an agreement to outline all of the fine details for the abatement.

A motion was made by Mr. Visintainer, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to direct the Town Manager to enter into the tax abatement agreement for Edgewater Hill Properties LLC as written.  Voted (6-0)
Discussion of Development of Veteran’s Advisory Committee
A new statute has been passed by the State Legislature suggesting communities have a Veteran’s Advisory Committee which would be created by ordinance.  The town would also appoint a staff person to work with that committee to help veterans with the transition from military to civilian life.  A draft ordinance will be prepared for a future meeting.
2014-2015 Budget and Public Notification
The Council discussed activities to get the word out about the budget.  The Citizens Guide to the Budget is complete for the town budget.  The Board of Education guide is in process.
Discussion of Development of Library Board
Mr. Maniscalco reported that there was some interest shown to create a Library Board.  During the discussion of creating this additional board, there was discussion regarding the number of boards and commissions that the town has already.  Mr. Maniscalco will request a listing from CCM of the number of boards and commissions of towns with a similar population to East Hampton.  The report from 2009 of the functional assessment of boards and commissions will also be reviewed for the next meeting.

Town Manager Report 

Day Point Road
The emergency demolition of the abandoned property on Day Point Road was done on March 25th.  The cost will be levied as a lien on the property.
Long Crossing Culvert
Mr. Maniscalco is looking into possible State funding to repair the culvert on Long Crossing Road.
Budget Presentation
This item was discussed earlier in the meeting.
STEAP Application
A grant writer is working on the STEAP grant application with the Brownfields Redevelopment Agency.
Ethics Training
Approximately 12 staff members attended Ethics Training presented by CCM on March 19th.  The town is looking into offering this same training to the remainder of the staff and volunteers.
DPW Winter Overview
Mr. Maniscalco reported that significant savings were achieved by managing salting operations and materials when compared to the previous winter.  The severity and frequency of winter events this season was well above normal, however, the expenditure in salt to date was only slightly higher than last year.  The change in management practice resulted in a direct material savings of $56,000.
Other

Mr. Maniscalco reported that an Employee Morale Task Force is being formed with staff members.
Chatham Health has been discussing smoke free parks and public areas.

Town Council Liaison Reports
Mr. Philhower attended the Planning & Zoning meeting and reported that the clean-up of the regulation documents was unanimously approved.  This makes the document more user friendly.
Appointments
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to make the following appointments/reappointments:
· Appoint Kristin Walsh to the Arts & Cultural Commission with a 3 year term through December 31, 2016

· Reappoint Kate Morris to the Chatham Health District Board of Health with a 3 year term through March 31, 2017.

· Reappoint Steve Palmer to the Fire Commission with a term through November 30, 2016

· Appoint Harold L’Hote as an Alternate on the Inland Wetlands Watercourses Agency with a 3 year term through June 1, 2015

Voted (6-0)

Tax Refunds
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to approve tax refunds in the amount of $523.89.  Voted (6-0) 

Public Remarks 

Ted Turner, 223 Hog Hill Road, commented that he attended the Police SOP review meetings and it seems morale is higher in the police department.  He also noted that maybe there can just be a Veteran’s bulletin board at Town Hall and a staff person to direct the veteran’s to the appropriate resources.
Ann McLaughlin, 85 North Main Street, asked Mr. Maniscalco to further research the veteran’s bill.  She also commented that there used to be a Friends of the Library group, but she is unsure of what they did when they were active.
Melissa Jones, 8 Orchard View Lane, commented on the physical make up of the library.  She feels there should be a group that advocates for the library.
Communications, Correspondence & Announcements
Mrs. Anderson reported that she will be presenting the Veteran’s Hiring Preferences plaques at the VFW and the American Legion on Wednesday, April 2nd if any other Council members would like to attend.
Adjournment
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m. Voted (6-0)
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Sirois
Recording Secretary
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